Many children and adults experience impairment of their communication skills. These communication disorders impact adversely on all aspects of these individuals' lives. In thirty dedicated chapters, The Cambridge Handbook of Communication Disorders examines the full range of developmental and acquired communication disorders and provides the most up-to-date and comprehensive guide to the epidemiology, aetiology and clinical features of these disorders. The volume also examines how these disorders are assessed and treated by speech and language therapists and addresses recent theoretical developments in the fi eld. The handbook goes beyond wellknown communication disorders to include populations such as children with emotional disturbance, adults with non-Alzheimer's dementias and people with personality disorders. Each chapter describes in accessible terms the most recent thinking and research in communication disorders. The volume is an ideal guide for academic researchers, graduate students and professionals in speech and language therapy. 
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Notes on contributors xviii designed to enhance speech and early literacy development for children with developmental verbal dyspraxia. She is a recipient of a New Zealand Marsden fast start research grant which is designed to support outstanding researchers early in their careers, and a Canterbury Teaching Fellowship to be undertaken at Trinity College, Dublin. Julie Morris is a speech and language therapist and senior lecturer in Speech and Language Sciences at Newcastle University in the UK. She is Director of the Tavistock Aphasia Centre (North East). Her research interests focus on acquired aphasia, particularly spoken and written word comprehension and spoken word production. She is also interested in engagement with people with aphasia and is a trustee of the North East Trust for Aphasia. She is the author of several studies contributing to the evidence base about therapy for aphasia and is co-author of a series of theoretically motivated therapy resources (Newcastle Aphasia Therapy Resources, 2009). Bruce E. Murdoch is the Director of the Centre for Neurogenic Communication Disorders Research at the University of Queensland. He is a recognized international authority on neurologically acquired speech and language disorders in children and adults. He has published 13 books in this fi eld, over 395 peer-reviewed articles in high-quality, international journals, 70 invited book chapters and presented over 350 papers at major international conferences. Bruce Murdoch is a member of the editorial board of 10 international refereed journals and an editorial consultant to 25 other international journals. Maximiliano is interested in the study of lexical and semantic processing in normal adults and in neuropsychological populations, such as mono-and bilingual aphasic patients and individuals with semantic dementia. He uses behavioural and brain imaging (fMRI) techniques to study normal and impaired language processing. He is the co-author of articles in Behavioural Neurology , NeuroImage and Acta Psychologica . J. Scott Yaruss is an associate professor and Director of the Master's Degree programmes in Speech-Language Pathology at the University of Pittsburgh. He is an ASHA fellow and a board-recognized specialist in fl uency disorders. His research examines methods for assessing and evaluating treatment outcomes in people who stutter. He has published more than 50 papers in peer-reviewed journals and nearly 100 other articles, Communication disorders rarely achieve the prominence of a large range of other conditions that compromise human health and wellbeing. Yet, these disorders represent a signifi cant burden on society in general, and compromise the quality of life and opportunities of the children and adults who experience them. In the UK, the Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists estimates that approximately 2.5 million people have a communication disorder. Some 800,000 of these people have a disorder that is so severe that it is hard for anyone outside their immediate families to understand them. In the USA, the National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders estimates that one in every six Americans has some form of communication disorder. If these fi gures do not make a compelling case for the assessment and treatment of communication disorders, then perhaps the reader will consider these comments made in 2006 by Lord Ramsbotham, the Chief Inspector of Prisons in the UK: 'When I went to the young offender establishment at Polmont I was walking with the governor, who told me that if, by some mischance, he had to get rid of all his staff, the last one out of the gate would be his speech and language therapist'. No statement more forcefully demonstrates how an individual's life chances are adversely affected by communication disorders, or the extent to which speech and language therapy can successfully intervene in these disorders.
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Of course, speech and language therapy (speech-language pathology) is only possible to the extent that communication disorders are the focus of intensive academic study and clinical research. The chapters in this handbook are intended to bring to the reader the very latest knowledge of those disorders, from the epidemiology, aetiology and clinical features of communication disorders through to their assessment, treatment and theoretical signifi cance. Each contributor has been chosen for his or her expertise in a particular communication disorder or group of disorders. This expertise is founded upon a substantial record of research in each
